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Expression of Interest
Evaluation Researcher
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CONTEXT 
The VCCC Alliance has a strong and demonstrable commitment to enabling consumer involvement across all levels of the organisation. The consumer perspective is incorporated into decisions that shape the VCCC Alliance and inform our strategic approach to advancing cancer research, education, and clinical care. The programs and activities of the Strategic Program Plan aim to improve outcomes for patients with cancer, which is underpinned by an embedded consumer engagement strategy that keeps patient-centred care as a core value. Critical to ensuring this goal is tackling areas of work that best align with patient’s needs and priorities. 

Taking the notion that bringing about real change for consumers, needs to be led by consumers, two consumer-led research pilot projects were established in two of the programs: 1) Personalised Cancer Care, and 2) Value-Based Cancer Care. A framework for consumer-led research was developed to include an extensive consumer education curriculum to build capability and comprehension of research. This formed a pre-requisite for prioritisation a research direction by consumers, and subsequent collaboration with researchers to ensure the quality and robustness of the research project undertaken. 
The VCCC Alliance Model of Consumer Engagement would place consumer-led at the highest of five levels for involvement activities (Informing, Consulting, Involving, Partnership, Consumer-led). In this instance, consumers are supported to hold the balance of the decision-making by setting a research direction that directly aligns with consumers’ needs and values. Consumer-led research is distinct from a more common practice of co-design or co-production. 
The framework was developed to increase the knowledge, skills, and confidence of consumers, and generate resources for future implementation. Evaluation is now a key aspect to determine the effectiveness of framework implementation and efficacy of the patient-centered design.
DELIVERABLES
The Evaluation Researcher will refine and deliver an evaluation of the consumer-led framework and associated pilot projects. The Evaluation Researcher will be responsible for full cycle delivery of the research project, including further refinement of the proposal, finalising the research question, completion of the literature review, submission of HREC applications, and preparation of final manuscript.

________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk59111654]ORGANISATIONAL CONTEXT
Vision
The vision for the VCCC Alliance is to save lives through the integration of consumer-engaged cancer research, education and patient care. 
Founded in the holistic principles of the internationally recognised Comprehensive Cancer Centre model, the VCCC Alliance brings together 10 of Victoria’s leading research, academic, and clinical institutions to achieve what can only be done through state-wide collaboration. Together we will improve outcomes in cancer in metropolitan, regional and rural Victoria, and forge new approaches to cancer research, education, and patient care for all.
Operating Environment
The VCCC Alliance’s multi-site, multi-disciplinary model brings together the complementary strengths of Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Melbourne Health (including The Royal Melbourne Hospital), the University of Melbourne, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, The Royal Women’s Hospital, The Royal Children’s Hospital, Western Health, St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne (including St Vincent's Institute), Austin Health (including the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Research Institute and Austin Lifesciences) and Murdoch Children’s Research Institute. 
[bookmark: _Hlk59127040]The VCCC Alliance has a 3.5-year agreement to June 2024 with the Department of Health to develop and implement new and innovative cancer research and treatment programs under an agreed Strategic Program Plan.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Evaluation Researcher
· Finalising literature review, consultation on research protocol, ethics submission, execution of research protocol, data analysis, manuscript preparation
· Providing scheduled progress reports 
· Shares information and knowledge and work collaboratively and collegiately with VCCC Alliance staff and stakeholders
· Works in accordance with VCCC Alliance policies and procedures, following reasonable directions
· Work in a safe and respectful manner and call out inappropriate conduct
VCCC Alliance 
· Program management support
· Communications
· [bookmark: _Hlk20124664][bookmark: _Hlk20124398][bookmark: _Hlk59132760]Facilitation of research participant engagement 
Special Requirements
· VCCC Alliance and the hospital building we work within is a smoke-free environment. All employees are expected to respect this policy to the fullest degree and with a very mindful approach
· Proof of COVID-19 triple vaccination, unless exempt
· Maintain a valid Right to Work in Australia
· Satisfactory completion of National Police Check. In some cases, a Qualifications Check may be required and will be advised prior to appointment 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
KEY SELECTION CRITERIA:  
Qualifications 
· Post doctorate researcher with relevant evaluation experience in public health, science or research.

Experience
· Experience managing collaborative relationships with academics, researchers, and consumers
· Background experience working with cancer patients
· Excellent understanding of relevant research principles including survey design and administration, interview techniques
· Experience in the execution of qualitative research
· Proven track record in authoring and publication of academic papers

Expertise 
· Excellent written and oral communication skills
· Well-developed analytical skills and the ability to synthesise information to resolve complex problems 
· Proficient in the use of Microsoft Office suite 
· Skill in using hybrid communication technology such as Zoom, Teams, OneDrive and familiarity with using meeting AV equipment an advantage
· Previous experience with consumer involvement
[bookmark: _Hlk442275]__________________________________________________________________________________
The Person 
· [bookmark: _Hlk59132278]Skilled in building strong and sustainable relationships to build consensus and achieve strong results 
· [bookmark: _Hlk112240841]Shares ideas and welcomes alternatives from diverse stakeholders to drive solutions and overcome barriers 
· [bookmark: _Hlk112240917]Consciously considers equitable approaches to cancer care to include and address the needs of vulnerable groups 
· Persuasive, with the ability to positively influence others and build consensus 
· Calm in dealing with time demands, incomplete information or unexpected events 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk59134945]Equity and Inclusion:
[bookmark: _Hlk59132896]The VCCC Alliance is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to providing a workplace free from all forms of unlawful discrimination, harassment, bullying, vilification and victimisation. 
The VCCC Alliance makes decisions on employment, engagement, promotion and reward on the basis of merit. We are committed to all aspects of equal opportunity, diversity and inclusion in the workplace and to providing all staff, contractors, appointees, secondees, consumers, volunteers and partners with a safe, respectful and rewarding environment. This commitment is set out in more detail in the VCCC Alliance Equal Opportunity Policy and Bullying Prevention Policy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk59111792][bookmark: _Hlk59110165]Term: 6 Months (January 2024 – July 2024)
Budget range: $30,000 – 50,000 AUD
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